
Love is in the Air!
 
February. Winter is well entrenched and snow is in the forecast. While it is
well known that February 14th is Valentine's Day, did you know that
February is National Library Lover's month?
 
Whether you love reading a good book, learning something new or
watching a movie with a special someone - your local library has resources
and services to make February a sweet month!  

A Message From the Director

Today, a flock of birds dotted a barren tree’s limbs in my neighborhood, a
striking silhouette against the beautiful winter sunrise.
 
And, birdsong filled the air.
 
What gives, I thought.
 
Well, according to a local ornithologist, nuthatches and chickadees are
singing because they’re ready for spring. 
 
Are you?
 
Silly question, of course, who’s not, but we’ve got a ways to go before
longer and warmer days. 
 
Don’t fret.  The library offers lots to tide you over.
 
For starters, join us for our winter reading program.  Fashioned after bingo,
complete some squares to spell “winter “ by reading or other activities and
claim your prize.
 
Experience the thrill of a blind date without any of the risks.  Pick up a
wrapped book. Each has a brief description but the title is a surprise.
 
Of course, February is for sweethearts, so if you're homebound because of
the pandemic, bake a cake and watch a movie.  We’ve got cake basics
covered in Cake Baking 101 and have preselected romantic movie
marathons for you.
 
February is also a big bird month.  Get ready for the Great Backyard Bird
Count February 18-23 by checking out our birding field guides.  New this
year, are nifty birding backpacks for children or adults to check out.  Filled
with guides, binoculars, birdcall identifiers and other activities, the
backpacks are made possible by a generous gift to the library. 
 
There’s more birding news.
 
Join us for a virtual program on birding basics courtesy of The Friends of
the Rappahannock.  The first 40 registrants get a free bird feeder. 
 
Books, birds, baking.  That’ll keep us busy until spring finally comes.
 
Maria Del Rosso
Director, Fauquier Public Library

Reading

Fauquier County's Favorite Reads of 2021
 

Lists of the most popular books of the past year abound. Which
books were the most popular to Fauquier Public Library patrons,
your friends and neighbors?
 
In 2021, Fauquier Public Library patrons checked out more than
a quarter of a million items including new releases and old
favorites, board books for children and Boxes of Books for young
readers. Selections spanned many formats - physical books, e-
Books and e-Audiobooks and books on CD.
 
So what did library patrons read (or listen to) most frequently? 
 
Adults and teens alike gravitated toward recent releases like The
Four Winds by Kristen Hannah, A Promised Land by Barack
Obama and Natalie Richard's  Five Total Strangers. Suzanne
Collins' Hunger Games  and The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes
remained popular with teens as well.  Harry Potter claimed four
of the five spots in the juvenile titles list. And authors like Lincoln
Pierce, Rick Riordan and Tui Sutherland were favorites among
young readers.
 
Check out the full list of 2021 Top Titles. 

Winter Reading Program
Through Monday, February 28 | All locations

 
Do you think winter weather and a wonderful book make a lovely
combination? Was one of your New Year's resolutions to read
more books?
 
If so, there is still time to join Fauquier Public Library’s Winter
Reading Program for school-age children, teens and adults.  Pick
up a game card at any location and complete the activities on the
card to win a prize.
 
Learn more about how to join, then get in on the fun!  
 

Watching

Movie Marathons
Various Titles | All locations

 
We supply the movies and you supply the popcorn! Fauquier
Public Library's movie marathons include up to four titles on a
topic that are perfect for binge watching!
 
In February, grab someone you love watching movies with and
check out one of our For Romantics movie marathon kits.  You're
sure to love each and every one! 
 
Check out our full line of Movie Marathons and take one home
today! 

Learning

Bake Something Sweet
Universal Class | Remote Access

 
If you love learning new things, give Universal Class a try! Learn
how to make a sweet treat for someone special with Cake
Decorating 101 or get tips on how to plan the perfect party with
Party Planning 101. 
 
Universal Class offers more than 500 courses. Learning with
Universal Class is free with your library card. 

Doing

Birdwatching
 
It is estimated that 20 percent of the population birdwatches. This
popular activity is great for all ages, can be done just about
anywhere and doesn’t require a lot of fancy or expensive
equipment.  Check out what your local library has going on this
month for both newbies and experienced birdwatchers alike!

Birdwatching Kits
All locations | Children and Adults

 
Whether you bird watch from your backyard, a local park or
travel further afield, check out a Birdwatching Kit, now available
from Fauquier Public Library.
 
Learn to identify local birds with this on-the-go birdwatching kit!
Available for children and adults, each kit contains the essentials
for a successful birding expedition, including binoculars, an
Identiflyer Lyric birdsong device, flashcards and the Sibley’s
Pocket Guide to Virginia Birds. The juvenile backpack also
includes a set of books, activity sheets and a bird bingo game.
 
Reserve a kit today then head to your favorite birdwatching spot
to connect with nature and discover the joy that can be found
observing our feathered friends. 
 

Beautiful Birds! Books, Basics and a Free Bird Feeder
Sunday, February 20, 2 p.m. | Virtual | Families

 
Friends of the Rappahannock (FOR) wants to share the joy of
birds with your family! Join them from the comfort of your home
for a story and beginner bird watching activity. Attendees will also
learn how you can help birds as a family through the citizen
science opportunity, Project FeederWatch.
 
The first 40 registrants will receive a free bird feeder and feed
(one per family). A recording of this program will be posted for
on-demand viewing following the event. 
 
Register starting February 7 to receive the link to join and
information about how to access the program post-event

Blind Date With a Book
February 1 - 28 | All library locations | Adults & Teens

 
If you are willing to be a little adventurous in your reading this
month, go on a blind date with a book. Pick up a wrapped book
from the display. Each has a brief description but the title is a
surprise.  Although finding a great book is a reward in itself,
collect a sweet treat at the circulation desk when you check it
out. 
 

STEAM for Tweens: Gumdrop Engineering
February 1 - 28 | Virtual | Children 9-12

 
Learn to build a structure out of gumdrops and toothpicks, then
test how much weight it can hold! 
 
Register online to reserve a bag of supplies to pick up at the
library. Each bag contains details on how to log on for on-
demand viewing. Unable to reserve a bag of supplies from the
library?  Pick up a supply list of materials you can gather at
home. 
 
Registration opens February 1 at 10 a.m. 
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Warrenton central library
11 Winchester Street

Warrenton, VA 
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John Marshall branch library
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