
Early Literacy: Nursery Rhymes 

Why do you hear so many nursery rhymes in story time? They are excellent early literacy 
tools! Here are a few of the many skills your child can learn from nursery rhymes. 

 
Repetition and Memorization 

 
Noticing Patterns and Inferences 

 
Sequencing and Story Structure 

 
Increased Vocabulary 

 
Breaking Down Words Into Syllables 

 
Shared Cultural and Historical Knowledge 

 
Socialization and a Sense of Humor 

 
Auditory and Speech Development 

 
Expanded Imagination 

 
Introduction to Poetry and Literary Devices 



But that’s not all! There are additional learning opportunities hidden 
within many nursery rhymes. Here are a few examples: 

Baa, Baa, Black Sheep 
Baa, baa, black sheep, 
Have you any wool? 

Yes, sir, yes, sir, 
Three bags full; 

One for the master, 
And one for the dame, 

And one for the little boy 
Who lives down the lane. 

 
Colors—Sing multiple times with many different  
colors of sheep. 

Hickory Dickory Dock 
Hickory dickory dock! 

The mouse ran up the clock; 
The clock struck one, 
The mouse ran down, 
Hickory dickory dock! 

 
 
Numbers—Sing with the clock striking different numbers 
e.g. two– “and down he flew” three—”and he did flee” 

Pat-a-Cake 
Pat-a-cake, pat-a-cake, baker’s man. 
Bake me a cake as fast as you can! 

Roll it and pat it and mark it with a “B”, 
And put it in the oven for baby and me. 

 
Movement—This is the quintessential clapping 
rhyme. Alternate clapping your hands together 

with clapping the opposite hand of your child in 
tune with the rhyme. This will help build their 

motor skills and coordination 

Days in the Month 
Thirty days hath September, 
April, June and November, 
All the rest have thirty-one, 
Excepting February alone, 

And that has twenty-eight days clear 
And twenty-nine in each leap year. 

 
Mnemonic Device—Even as an adult, this rhyme 
will always help your child remember the number 
of days in each month. 


