
Sing 

Talk 

Read 

Write 

Play 

Count— builds math skills 

 

Play “I Spy” — builds vocabulary 

 

Build with blocks—builds spatial reasoning & creativity 

 

Make macaroni jewelry—builds fine motor skills 
 

To learn the shapes that make up letters and numbers, 
write with: 
—  crayons 
—  finger paints 
—  food 
—  your fingers in the air 

The six early literacy skills are: 
 

Print Motivation  Vocabulary 
Print Awareness  Narrative Skills 
Letter Knowledge  Phonological Awareness 

 

Check page two for more details on this category! 

Narrate your day!  Talk about: 
—  what you will do 
—  what you are doing 
—  what you did 
Any time is a good time to talk. All you need is to take 
the time and ignore any distractions. 

Singing slows down language so children can hear the 
smaller sounds in words which helps them sound out 
words when reading. 
 
Have a song for bath time, bed time, supper time, any 
time! 



Print Motivation 
Encourage your child to enjoy and take an interest in reading by making reading a 
special shared time with you. Make books accessible to your child. Let your child 
see you enjoying reading. Talk to your child about how we use reading and/or 
writing almost every minute of the day. 

Vocabulary 
Knowing the names of things is the most important skill for children to have when 
learning to read. Help develop your child’s vocabulary by reading and rereading a 
variety of books (fiction and nonfiction) and teaching the names of all the objects 
in your child’s world. 

Print Awareness 
Point out and read words to your child everywhere you see them: on signs, 
advertisements, labels, products, etc. As a child’s ability to point to the words on 
the page of a book grows, they will learn that writing follows rules. In English, 
print moves from top to bottom and left to right.  

Narrative Skills 
Help your child learn to comprehend and tell a story and how to describe things in 
a sequence.  Ask your child to tell you what is happening in a story or book, 
instead of listening to you read. Ask your child to tell you about things they have 
done or will do that involve a regular sequence of steps. 

Letter Knowledge 
Develop your child’s ability to recognize and name letters (upper and lower case) 
and produce the sounds they make by pointing out and naming letters in a book, 
on a sign or on a label.  Encourage your child to draw letters in sand or shaving 
cream and paint letters on paper with brushes. Talk about letters and how some 
are similar in shape.  Teach your child how to write the letters in their name one 
letter at a time when they begin using a crayon to draw or “write”. As your child 
learns each letter, have them practice producing the sound the letter makes. 

Phonological Awareness 
An understanding of phonological awareness begins with a child’s exposure to 
and practice with the previous five steps. It is an understanding of hearing and 
manipulating sounds in words. Phonological awareness includes the ability to 
hear and create rhymes (bat, cat, gnat, hat, mat, and sat), say words with sounds 
left out (bat without b is at), and put two word chunks together to make a word  
(fl + at = flat). Phonological awareness is one of the final steps in prepar ing  
children for actual reading instruction. 


